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PHOTOVOICE
THIS IS How | SEE T



OOOOOOOOOO

A PoEM ABoUT PoVERTY

POVERTY IS JUST A WoRD....
BUT A WoRD THAT MEANS A LoT.
NoT WHEN SAID, BUT WHEN SEeN.

POVERTY IS JUST A (Y(LE, BUT AN
oNGoING (Y(LE. NoT BEING ALTERED,
BUT LEFT ASIDE.

POVERTY IS oN oUR (oNS(IENCE,
BUT AT THE BA(K oF oUR MINDS.
NoT ACTeD oN... BUT WHY NoT?

{A'0, OTAHUHY




PHOTOVOICE

THIS IS How | SEE T

The Photovoice exhibition represents a collection of images,
statements and poems that were created by children and young
people based in eight different communities in Aotearoa, New Zealand.
They were captured through an engagement between The Office of
the Children's Commissioner and over one hundred children, young
people and young parents, and community groups, for a specialised
report on the experiences of poverty and economic hardship faced by
these communities. The ensuing report, This is How [ See It: Children,
young people and young adults’ views and experiences of poverty,
comprises an in-depth examination of the impacts of poverty in

New Zealand. More specifically, the report contributes to the wider
discussions and understanding of the effects of poverty on children
and young people. The images, statements and poems exhibited here
form an integral part of the report, giving voice to the various ways in
which children experience poverty and, further, providing a point of
difference to the experiences of adults and more general or statistical-
based reports on poverty in New Zealand.

Photovoice responds to a lack of insight into how children and young
people view and experience poverty, opening up a participative
discussion about reducing the effects of disadvantage. Existing
records on children living in poverty are based on data that concerns
statistical numbers, areas of concentration in New Zealand regions,
and comparative data drawn through analyses of OECD reports that
confirm that material conditions of these groups are ‘relatively poor,”
average family incomes “are low" and child poverty rates “are high."

In these reports, the views and voices of children and young people
directly affected by poverty are often missing or subsumed into more
generic experiences of households and families. The Photovoice
project thus reflects a shift in sociological research on childhood that
challenges the assumption that the experiences of poverty for children
and young people are similar to those of adults.
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! Michelle Egari-Bitran, This is How | See It Children, young people and
young adults’ views and experiences of poverty, a report produced by
the Office of the Children's Commissioner, January 2010. OECD 2009
report quoted. 7.
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PHOTOVOICE

PER(EPTIONS oF PoVERTY

Youth and spray cans.
Anonyrmous
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THINGS HAVE (HANGED SIN(E MY PARENTS WERE KIDS.
GROWING UP IN SoUTH AVKLAND HAS MADE ME AS HARD
AS STONE... I'VE DE(IDED To (UT VP PICTURES BECAVSE
THIS IS WHAT PEOPLE SEE, THEY SEE A DISTORTED VIEW
oF SoUTH AV(KLAND. POVERTY IS EVERYWHERE. LET'S
MAKE A (HANGE Now.

Male youth,

POVERTY I§ THE LAK oF SOMETHING
To MAKE YoUR LIFE BETTER.

Definiticn of poverty create;
by young pecple.




PLEEEEZE

To THE PEOPLE IN PowER AND THE
GOVERNMENT - DoN'T TU(K U§ AWAY AS
A STATISTIC ... [T'S REALLY HAPPENING,
WHo Do WE (ALL FoR HELP?7?




PHOTOVOICE

LACK oF €§SENTIALS

POVERTY IS...40ING To §(Hool BUT S(Hool§ NoT UNDERSTANDING
DIFFICULTIES FAMILIES ARE HAVING — SHAME AND EMBARRASSMENT
FoR KipS§. Kip§ PLAYING VP AT S(Hool AND 4€T IN TRoVBLE BE(AVSE
oF FAMILY ISSVES. S(Hool§ REACTING To Kib§’ BEHAVIOUR AND NoT
WHY THEY ARE A(TING THAT WAY AND MAYBE KI(KED oyT of §(Hool .

From young pecple’s
greup definition of poverty,
Imerston Morth

§(Hool FEES, UNIFORMS AND S(Hool
Book§ WHICH THE (HILD wiLL NEep
FoR S(Hool. AND BECAVSE HIS/

HER MOTHER oR FATHER (AN NoT
AFFoRD THE RIGHT 4EAR, WILL
(AVSE THE (HILD To 4ET IN TRoVBLE
oR NoT WEL(oME IN S(Hool .

Porirua




POVIE

PEOPLE THESE DAYS ARE FINDING IT
HARD FEEDING THEIR KIDS AND PAYING
THEIR FINANCES. THEY HAVE No
MoNEY To SPEND oN THEIR KID§ oR
EVEN 4ETTING THEM To §(Hool AND
GETTING THEIR UNIFORM.

Young mother,

FiXep eXPENSES
ALoNE (AN BE A —
STRUGGLE FoR Low  FRIDAY
IN(oME EARNERS. e




PHOTOVOICE

HEALTH § HoUSING

STATE HoUSING SHoULD BE KEPT IN

A LIVEABLE (oNDITIoN. THERE I§

SUH A SHORTA4E oF HoUSING THAT
GOVERNMENT-oWNED HoUSING SHovLD
BE HABITABLE AT ALL TIMES. NoT LEFT
ABANDONED FoR MONTHS oN END.

WHY SHoULD THERE BE HoUSES LIKE
THIS WHEN HUNDREDS oF PEOPLE ARE
WAITING FoR HoUSING?

' u 4 "* 3 }‘*} W
I } 1 E R Fo\ae - &



POVERTY IS MoVING HoUSES, ALWAYS
MoVING - STRESSFUL. HAVING To
MoVE IN THE MIDDLE oF THE NIGHT -
UNABLE To PAY RENT, SCARY.




PHOTOVOICE

NEALE(T % VIoLEN(E

POVERTY DOES .
EX\ST N NZ I a ‘F NQ

. | ITe Seems as
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MY MIND oN PoVERTY, PoVERTY oN MY MIND
No DoUBT ABoUT IT, WE THINK ‘BoUT [T DAILY.

No MATTER How BAD, DISTINCT oR (RAZY
TS WHERE WE LIVE, HERE IN oUR So(IETY.

olU/R YoUTH 4ANGS TAKIN' oVER oUR PRIORITIES.
PUBLIC FAQILITIES LEFT UNHYA4IENI(.

THE (oONTEMPLATION oF THE GOVERNMENT
LEAVIN' T?

WHo STEPS UP 2 MAKE A DIFFEREN(E?
No-oNE YET, So WE FoRAET.

BUT IT REMAINZ LIKE A STAIN THAT NE€EDz
BLEACH To MASK AWAY A MARK THAT HINDERS
oUR GROWTH ToDAY .

BY SA’o, 6TAHUHYV

“I DoON'T HAVE A (Hol(E — IF | LEAVE
THE GANG, | LEAVE MY FAMILY.”

Anonymous
aaaaaa

"WHEN Yol ARE PooR
YoU (AN GET ANGRY .
FRUSTRATION (AN 4ET
WORSE THEN (oMES
VIoLEN(E.”

Ancrymous, Paerca.



PHOTOVOICE

PHYSICAL ENVIRONMENTS

WE ALL LIVE THE SAME, €AT THE SAME,
AND Look THE SAME AND 4ET IN TRoUBLE
THE SAME... WHY?

ANoNY MoV
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BRING T BA(K To THE WAY T WAS...
WE NEED WATER FoR oUR pool.

ANoNY MoV




Lo(KED
VP IN
POVERTY .

ANoNY MoV

§ToP DRINKING IN MY PARK.
ANoNY MoV

PARKS ARE PUBS. BUS SToPS
ARE BED§ AND HOME SU/(KS.

ANoNY MoV




PHOTOVOICE

MENTAL § EMoTIoNAL WELLBEING

MY SELF — MY PoVERTY SToRY

| (oME FROM A BI4 FAMILY of TeN.

oU/R LIFE REVOLVED AROUND DRUAS,
AL(oHol, MoNEY, 4ANGS, VIOLEN(E
AND ABUSE.

THROVGHOUT oUR LIVES ALL WE
(oULD DEPEND oN WAS EA(H oTHER.

MUM WAS AN AL(oHoLI( AND WAS
RARELY HOME, AND THEN oNLY
To RE(OVER FROM A NIGHTS DRINK.

IF DAD WASN'T AT HOME HE WAS
ETHER IN JAIL, AT woRK oR powN
AT THE MON4REL MopB PAD.

| RE(KON You DoN'T HAVE To BE
PooR To LIVE THE LIFE oF PoVERTY.

WE WERE IMPOVERISHED BY A
LAK oF EMoTIoNAL SUPPORT,
LoVE AND SE(VRITY .

ANoNY Moy




“DIS LIKE MY SPIRIT LIVING HERE”
ANONYMoVs

WHAT (AN YoU Do FoR MY FUTURE, EH?
ANONY MoV




PHOTOVOICE

HoPE, (oMMUNITY, (oVRA4E

EVERYTHING ABoUT PoVERTY I§ NEGATIVE!
LET VS 4ET RID of PoVERTY!

ANoNYMoy/§

[HIS 75 oY povel]y
Sppeilf g 4Loul/
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WHAT'S oUT THERE FoR VS?
THREE YoUTHS

THIS IS WHAT PoVERTY IS ABoUT, HAVING
FAMILIES AND THE (oMMUNITY HELPING To
§Top PoVEKTY.
ANoNYMoVS, oTAHVHY
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“We shoud swim in an ocean
of happiness not tears.”

Ancnymous
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WHAT'S (HANGED?

WHEN’'S T 4oING
To (HANGE?
WHo I§ GoING To
START THE (HANGE?
POSITIVE oR
NEGATIVE?

(Ao, OTAHUHV




