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WAVE YOU HEARD ABOUT
CHILDREN’S RIGHTS?

Children’s rights ensure aL.L. mOKoPUna are HearD
and have what they need to grow up loved, safe, healthy,
and happy. The Government has committed to the
Children’s Convention to make Aotearoa New Zealand
A GREAT PLACe FOR ALL moKobPuna.

This booklet lets you know what the Government must do to help
all mokopuna live their best lives. In our country, the Chief Children’s
Commissioner and others stand up for children’s rights, making sure the

Government always considers what’s best for them under the
Children’s Convention.

We use the term ‘mokopuna’ to refer to all children and young people under the
age of 18, and we use either term based on the purpose or context. ‘Mokopuna’
brings together ‘moko’ (imprint or tattoo) and ‘puna’ (spring of water),
describing that we are descendants, and we need to think across generations
for a better present and future.

We extend a huge thank you to the 31 mokopuna that
were involved in the design of this booklet.
NGA MIHI NUI KI a KouTtou!

Published for the -

CHILDREN’S RIGHTS
SYMPOSIUW,

" hosted by the

CHILDREN’S CONVENTION
MONITORING GROUP
on August Ist, 2024
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THE CHILDREN’S ok Tat BouTs

CONVENTION OF THE CHILD

The Convention on the Rights of the Childisa speczaL

document that sets out the rights of all children under The Committee is a group of experTs Tofindout what's happening in different countries,
the age of 18. Human rights are the basic standards for all from all over the world that looks A 'l°°_k o al?d '”fo"tf:]‘a“o“ Ia”d t?': Chid]

people tolive in dignity and be TreaTeo FazRLY. at how children’s rights are being Coinittes witfs o tow hoswtlierent Foups of
Almost every country has agreed to make the Children’s protected in different countries. RIS D G DC TR

. . oing well & what'’s difficult for children.
Convention a reality. In Aotearoa New Zealand, our gome

Government has agreed that all mokopuna have the rights
set out in the Children’s Convention.
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It then makes some suggestions
about how the Government can
improve things for children. These
suggestions are called concLubzIne
OBSEeRrRvaTIONS.

In 2023, the Committee put together its Concluding
Observations for Aotearoa New Zealand. It said

that some good progress had been made by our
Government, including improvements in child
protection and youth justice, the creation of the
Child and Youth Wellbeing Strategy, and new ways to
measure and report on child poverty.




SO, HerRe are THe

COMMITTEE’S
CONGLUDING

OBSERVATIONS
FOR AOTEAROA
NEW Z2EALAND...

SPECIFIC
AREAS OF

The Committee asks our Government Mokopuna Maori
to ureenTLy do better for:

Mokopuna who

face discrimination

Mokopuna who
experience violence

Mokopuna living

Mokopuna living away '
in poverty

from their whanau

Mokopuna whaikaha
(disabled children)

Mokopuna in
youth justice



RESPECT
FOR YOUNG
VOICES

Mokopuna have a right
to Have THeIR sayin
decision-making.

The Committee asks that our
Government includes young voices in
all official decisions that relate to their
lives, such as custody cases, child
protection, youth justice, education,
immigration and the environment. As
well as anything else that matters to
them, like climate change goals.

They want mokopuna to be involved
in the Government’s planning and
decision-making.

They also recommend that information
about child protection laws should be
widely available, and that the justice
system is more accessible for children.

NON-
DISCRIMINATION

Discrimination is when someone treats another
person unfairly or differently because of things like
their race, gender, religion, or other traits.

You should never be discriminated
against for any rReason,
including your ethnicity, gender, language, religion,

opinion, social or economic status, sexual orientation,
birth or any other aspect of your family or identity.

The Committee is concerned that discrimination
happens a lot for Maori, Pasifika and other groups of
children and young people, and asks our Government
to prioritise action against racism and other forms

of discrimination.
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LAWS & POLICY

Some of our laws, like the Oranga Tamariki Act and

the Children’s Act, mention the Convention on the
Rights of the Child, but the Committee thinks the
Government should do more to focus on children’s
rights, including:

i

Ensuring the Children’s Convention is
fully part of our laws

Training people on the Children’s
Convention, especially people in
Government who make decisions
affecting mokopuna

Making sure children can be part of
developing laws and policies that
affect them.
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CIVIL RIGHTS
8 FREEDOMS

Civil rights are the rules that make sure everyone
is treated fairly. They include things like voting and
freedom of speech.

The Committee made suggestions about better
protecting the following mokopuna rights:

Identity
Privacy & access to information

Voting and ensuring active participation,
especially if the voting age is lowered to 16.

They also encouraged the Government to make sure
children are safe online and in the digital environment.
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GOVERNWENT
SPENDING

Overall, the Committee said Aotearoa New Zealand
should be doing better for children across all areas of
their lives. This includes the Government getting good
information about children’s lives and experiences so
it can understand what mokopuna need and improve
planning and budgeting for them.

The Committee says the budget
should include money for all
mokopuna, especzaLLy THose
who need extra help.
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LIVING AND DEVELOPING

The Committee said our Government should address the rRooT
causes of things that get in the way of children living their best lives
and reaching their full potential, suchas PoverTy and TneauaLIty.
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SAFETY OF WOKOPUNA

The Committee asks our Government to:

Collect better information about mokopuna who experience violence, including
domestic abuse, bullying, and sexual harm. This will help create plans and improve
services to prevent and stop violence, particularly against mokopuna Maori, Pasifika
and Rainbow mokopuna, and mokopuna whaikaha

Make sure that mokopuna and whanau know how to get help if they are feeling unsafe
or experiencing violence

Make it easy for children who have been hurt to get help, like through counselling, to
heal and feel safe again and to get justice

Work closely with community groups and pay for programmes that help families and
communities prevent and deal with child abuse and violence.

They also made recommendations about enbpxne child marriage and
urged the government to protect the rights of intersex children.

MOKOPUNA WHAIKAHA

The Committee is veRYy WORRIEeD that DISABLED CHILDREN
are more likely to face violence and abuse, and that their families

struggle more with poverty and poor housing.
It asks our Government to:

Help mokopuna whaikaha and their whanau by improving support services in
communities and providing accessible, affordable and healthy homes

Improve public education about disabilities to make our society more inclusive,
and teach mokopuna whaikaha, their whanau and doctors about disabled
children’s rights

Provide good job training and education that supports disabled young people,
especially when they move from school to work

Make a law that stops mokopuna whaikaha from being sterilised without
their consent

Make sure mokopuna whaikaha can participate in decision-making and planning
that affects them, especially in Government

Do a survey to learn more about mokopuna whaikaha, and do it regularly to
understand what they need.

11
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CARING FOR
M%Koeuuh

The Committee made recommendations
about communzTy Lep and
CULTuUrRaLLY rResPeCTFUL care,
protection and youth justice services
and supports for mokopuna and

their whanau.

They also said our adoption laws need to change so they
protect mokopuna rights.

The Committee advised that if children must be removed
from their home, it should be for the shortest time
possible, with good support and a way back to

the care of their whanau and community.

It asks our Government to UrReenTLY:

Ve

Invest more in solutions led by Maori
communities to stop mokopuna Maori
being put in homes away from their
whanau, hapt and iwi

Support whanau, parents and
caregivers to look after mokopuna so
fewer children go into care

Make sure mokopuna and whanau
have a say in decisions about care,
respecting their culture and community

Give enough resources and training to
those responsible for mokopuna in care

Regularly ask mokopuna in care about
what life is like for them, and make sure
they can safely report any problems like
harm, neglect, or abuse.

WEALTHE
WELLBEING

The Committee recommends
afocus on zmPrROVING
CHILDREN’S HeaLTH by:

Expanding vaccination programmes, enforcing
standards for healthier rental homes, promoting
breastfeeding, and strictly enforcing rules
against smoking.

It asks our Government to:

Address mental health inequalities for Maori,
Pasifika, and Rainbow youth, and improve
access to affordable, timely and high-quality
mental health and suicide prevention services.

Make sure there is comprehensive sex
education in schools, and that all adolescents
receive confidential and accessible sexual
health information and services, including
contraceptives.

The Committee was very worried
about how many mokopuna still
experience poverty, food insecurity
and unhealthy housing. They asked
the Government to prioritise healthy
homes for mokopuna particularly for
mokopuna Maori, Pasifika mokopuna
and mokopuna whaikaha.

Despite efforts to reduce child poverty, many
children, especially Maori and Pasifika, still
experience food insecurity and unhealthy
housing. The Committee stresses the need for
ongoing action, enough resources, and clear
criteria for healthy homes and social housing to
improve children’s wellbeing.

The Committee urges the
Government to ThvoLve youne
peopLe ,especially Maori, Pasifika,
and those from low-income
backgrounds, in planning and
decision-making to address the
impacts of cL.ImaTe CHanee.

EDUCATION

When it comes to education, the
Committee asks our Government to:

Let young people have meaningful
input into decisions that affect
them at school

Make sure that education is
inclusive for all children & that
mokopuna whaikaha have their
rights to education met

Address racism and bullying, with
a priority focus on mokopuna
whaikaha, mokopuna Maori,
Pasifika and Rainbow mokopuna

—
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Q Strengthen te reo & tikanga Maori
& history education in schools
Ensure that children have a say in

G how schools are run & set up

Set up a panel to make sure
children are not unfairly removed
from school

Make sure families know about
the subsidies available for early
childhood education.
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SPECIAL
PROTECTION
MEASURES

The Committee said mor.e needs to

be done to meet the rights of
moKoPUna MaorxI.

They are worried about the higher sickness and
mortality rates for Maori babies, youth suicide rates,
overrepresentation of Maori children in state care and

their experiences of violence.

It urges our Government to:

The Committee is
worRrIxeD about children

in paid work and asks our
Government to:

Educate schools, parents and employers
about child labour laws and establish a

way for children to safely report when
they are treated unfairly at work.

Ensure children in work are protected

yOUTH
JUSTICE

The Committee is concerned that the minimum age of
criminal responsibility in Aotearoa New Zealand is
BeLOW InTernaTIoOnak sTanbdarDds, and that our
youth justice system is not child-centred.

It asks our Government to:

Change the law so nobody under 14
years old can be charged with a
criminal offence

Stop holding mokopuna in police cells &
reduce the number of mokopuna held on

Address issues that prevent
mokopuna Maori from exercising their
rights, like poverty

Make sure schools and youth justice
respect the identity of mokopuna
<,

and that the laws on age, hours,
conditions, education, and health
are followed.

remand in youth justice residences

Make sure that when mokopuna are
kept in detention, it is in a place that
meets international rules, with access
Maori and involve them in decisions to education and healthcare

affecting them Stop sending 17-year-olds accused

of crimes to adult courts and make
sure they go through the youth justice
system instead

X QRE

Involve mokopuna Maori in developing
plans against racism.

The Committee asks our Government to:

Do moRre to uphold the

rights of asyLum-seekzne,
ReFucee, and mrerRanT
mokopuna to stay with
THEIR FamILIES.

It also said the Government must provide
services like healthcare, education and
legal aid for these mokopuna.

Create a plan to eliminate the inequality
in the youth justice system for
mokopuna Maori who are placed in
care or sentenced more often than
other mokopuna

O

Invest in more community-based
residences for mokopuna.
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WHAT’S
NEXT?

v 7
Our Government needs to work YOUR VOICE MATTER&.’

on the recommendations from the
Committee and now it has a
TO-DO LISTtomeettherights
of mokopunal!

If you think mor.e needs to be done,
you could write to your local MP with
your concerns and ideas. You could

_ . _ also do a project on children’s rights at
It must report to the United Nations about its

|
progress on children’s rights in the lead up to the next school, or start a club!
Concluding Observations. The Committee will check We encourage you to keep learnlng
h - . ¢ - - g
ow things have improved for mokopuna in Aotearoa about children’s rlghts. Remember,

New Zealand in about 8 years. U y v
(0] e RIGHT TO e
Over this time, Mana Mokopuna - Children and Young y 1 Ha a . H Ha a4 say
ir-deeisionsthat Impact yOU!

People’s Commission and the Children’s Convention RIS
Monitoring Group will be monitoring how the

To learn more about your
government is doing on children’s rights. The Chief \ﬁ ; Yy
€

Children’s Commissioner, working together with lghtS, please use the
mokopuna and communities, will be advocating for LR coDe on the last page.
the 2023 Concluding Observations to be actioned!

Remember, our Government holds the greatest
responsibility, but we all play a part in ensuring
our country is a good place to grow up. So that all
children’s rights are respected for all mokopuna,
all the time.

COLOUR IN THIS LAST PAGE
AND USE 1T AS A POSTER!

SHARE 1T witk ThE
CHIEF CHILDREN’S
- GOMMISSIONER

 WITH THE BASHTAG
H#MOKOPUNARIGHTS . 4

o
i

= ad



https://www.manamokopuna.org.nz/rights/

ARTICLE

1

:‘OI

CHILDREN ARE
UNDER 13

ARTICLES

a+10

HEerRe’S a LIST OF aLL THe

RIGHTS UNDER THE
CHILDREN’S CONVENTION:

ARTICLE

ALt GHILDREN

ARTICLE ARTICLE ARTICLE ARTICLE ARTICLES
2 3 N 5 6 743
W SZA L N %
A p -
N TN -
WHAT’S BEST WAKING FAMWILY LIFE RIGHT TO
FOR YOU YOUR RIGHTS GUIDANCE AS SURVWAL & lDﬁNﬂ'l'Y,

WAVE RIGHTS
ALt THE TIME

ARTICLE

11

A REAUITY YOU GROW UP  DEVELOPMENT  NATIONALITY

ARTICLE ARTICLES ARTICLE ARTICLE ARTICLE

12 13+1% 15 16 17

AR ONAW) N O

LIVING WITH  YOUR RIGHT TO

YOUR FAMILY

ARTICLE

BE PROTECTED

FROM ABOUCTION

ARTICLE

WAVING FREEDOW OF FRIENDS, YOUR RIGHT YOUR
YOUR SAY EXPRESSION, GROUPS AND TO PRIVACY RIGHT TO
THOUGHT AND GLUBS INFORMATION
RELIGION
ARTICLE ARTICLE ARTICLE ARTICLE ARTICLE

21 22 23 4%
X

D@D WD S

PARENT?S

YOUR RIGHT TO

RESPONSIBILITIES BE FREE FROM

ARTICLE

%

REVIEW
OF YOUR
TREATMENT
IN CARE

ARTICLE

34

) |53
THESE ARTICLES EXPLAIN HOW
ADULTS AND GOVERNMENTS
YOU'RE HARMED TROUBLE WITH WORK TOGETHER TO PROTECT
CHILDREN’S RIGHTS.

HELP &
RECOVERY F

ALt VIOLENGE

ARTICLES
20+27

S
-0
I'\

YOUR RIGHTS
TO A GOOD
STANDARD OF
LIVING

ARTICLE

“o

YOUR RIGHTS
IF YOU’RE IN

THE LAW

PROTECTION I YOUR RIGHTS  YOUR RIGHTS  YOUR RIGHTS  YOUR RIGHT
YOUCAN'TBE  IFYOU'RE  AS AREFUGEE IFYOUWAVER  TO FOOD,

WITH YOUR ADOPTED DISABILITY HWEALTH & THE
FAMILY ENVIRONMENT
ARTICLES ARTICLE ARTICLE ARTICLE ARTICLES

28+24 30 31 32 33-33

2 @ & T

YOUR RIGHTS GULTURAL, YOUR RIGHTS NO HARMFUL  YOUR RIGHTS TO

TO EDUGATION  RELIGIOUS &  TO REST, PLAY, WORK BE PROTECTED
LANGUAGE  CULTURE % ARTS FROM HARM &
RIGHTS EXPLOITATION

t1-5% 4 T
g

il Reb=RIOL I 2=UNUVER=
. L v ViV v o]V

B

THIS RESOURGE 15 A SUMMARY OF THE

2023 CONCGLUDING OBSERVATIONS.
TO READ THE FULL TEXT, PLEASE USE
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