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The rights of mokopuna Maori

“My culture means everything! Its my background, my heritage and basically my heart!”

Mokopuna'

All pépi are born with mana.? It is the right of all mokopuna Maori to grow up safe
and well, with whanau, connected to their whakapapa and immersed in te ao
Maori.

In Aotearoa New Zealand, the Crown (all of government) has duties to ensure equitable
outcomes and to uphold the fundamental and unique rights of mokopuna Maori (Méaori
children and young people) as tangata whenua (indigenous people), as children under Te Tiriti
o Waitangi, and under the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child. As a
signatory to the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, all of
government also has obligations under this agreement.?

Under Te Tiriti o Waitangi, mokopuna rights are grounded in whakapapa (family heritage),
matauranga Maori (traditional knowledge), and tikanga Maori (cultural practices). Tino
rangatiratanga, the right to self-determination, is central to the rights of mokopuna Maori, as
guaranteed under Te Tiriti o Waitangi and affirmed in the UN Declaration on the Rights of
Indigenous Peoples. Tino rangatiratanga recognises the protected authority of Maori,
including mokopuna Maori, to make decisions about their own lives, resources, and futures.

For mokopuna Maori, tino rangatiratanga means having the freedom and support to live as
Maori, to learn and grow within their own cultural frameworks, and to exercise autonomy in
decisions that affect them — individually and collectively. Tino rangatiratanga affirms that
mokopuna Maori are active holders of rights, with the right to lead and shape their own
futures as part of thriving whanau, hapa, iwi and hapori (communities). Te Tiriti o Waitangi
binds the Crown to uphold these rights.

Te Tiriti o Waitangi, the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child and the UN Declaration on
the Rights of Indigenous Peoples all include rights for mokopuna to non-discrimination,
culture, language, identity, and family relationships, as well as the right to participate in
decisions that affect them.* Mokopuna Maori e whaikaha ana (disabled Maori children) also
have rights under the UN Convention on the Rights of People with Disabilities.®

Our calls to action

We want to see demonstrable recognition by all of government of the unique status of
mokopuna Maori as tangata whenua, with rights guaranteed under Te Tiriti o Waitangi and
the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, in addition to their rights under the
UN Convention on the Rights of the Child. All of government has obligations to ensure all
these rights are reflected in the development and implementation of laws, policies, and



practices, and must enable the full participation and inclusion of mokopuna Maori without
discrimination,.¢ We call on all of government to:

e Strengthen the focus on promoting and advancing the rights of mokopuna Maori
within the context of their whanau, hapu, iwi, and hapori, acknowledging the historic
and ongoing impacts of colonisation.

e Ensure legislative and policy decisions actively give effect to, and protect the
rights, wellbeing, and participation of mokopuna Maori. This includes creating
child and youth-friendly platforms that empower mokopuna Maori to lead and
participate in discussions, actively incorporating their whakaaro (perspectives) and
ensuring their voices are heard in the decisions that affect their lives.

¢ Invest in policies and initiatives specifically designed to reduce inequities and
advance the wellbeing and rights of mokopuna Maori within the context of their
whanau, hapd, iwi, and hapori.

What mokopuna Maori say

Mokopuna Maori have told us they are proud of their culture and identity. They want to learn
te reo Maori (the Maori language) and hear it spoken more widely. Below are some of the
things that mokopuna Maori have shared with us:

“Let my culture stay alive. Incorporate more Maori culture in everything.”
Mokopuna’

“Maori language week shouldn't just be one week. It should be the kaupapa for everyday life. The
community should see our Maori culture”

Mokopuna®
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“Help us learn about our culture, about our language, give our land back, support our family:

Mokopuna’®

Mokopuna Maori have shared that, contrary to their rights, they disproportionately face racism
and discrimination, violence and abuse, poverty, separation from whanau, and disconnection
from their whakapapa and whenua, including in State care and youth justice systems.

“They arrest us for nothing. They pull up with millions of cop cars and there’s only one of us they have a
warrant for, but they come up, straight up and smashed me. Kneeing me, telling me to put my hands
towards my back but | couldn’t because he had my hand. They are racist as.’

Mokopuna'®



Mokopuna Maori have told us schools and education settings are the places where they
experience the racism the most.

“..boys at school saying they are scared of me cause of [being] Maori"

Mokopuna'

Through our kdrero with mokopuna Maori, we know that some see themselves as the taonga
that they are. We want this for all mokopuna Maori, without exception.
“Whaanau and whakapapa. Knowing where you come from builds confidence”
Mokopuna'?

“l am a seed born for greatness.'

Mokopuna'
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